The Socialists' experiment was followed by many illegal 57
organizations in Russian Poland, even by those urging
loyalty to Russia; they were forced to make use of 6i&-
ula if they wanted to spread abroad some opinion. In
short, bibula ruined the authority of the government.
People knew in their hearts that it was not all pow-
erful.
When the P. P. S. was ten years old, at the sugges-
tion of the leader of the party in Austrian Poland, Pil-
sudski wrote some articles for one of the Socialist mag-
azines in Krakow, telling the story of those early years
of conspiracy through the printed word. Later they
were published in book form, with the title Bilbula. Pil-
sudski gives a connected picture of this side of the
party's activities, to encourage their members by show-
ing what had been accomplished, contrasting present
efficiency with former halting attempts, pointing out
what errors to avoid. It has something of newspaper
style, but even in translation makes interesting reading
today; for it is far more than a summary of Socialist
propaganda work, it is a portrait of Pilsudski himself,
showing him as author, critic, unfailing optimist, a
lover of risk and also a lover of method and efficient
organization.
Often he gives these little episodes of the struggle for
patriotic propaganda a dramatic turn, particularly pleas-
ing when he tells some adventure of his own—smuggling
books with the help of a Russian lieutenant, going to
visit his lady love across the frontier; rumxing a circu-
lating library in the apartment of a woman whose hus-
band was a government official; having a suitcase of
pamphlets stolen on the train; carriers arriving at the
wrong hour or at the wrong address; the sudden death
of one agent and the family's discovering a large supply
of Hbula in a locked portmanteau under the bed; the
books buried in a garden, on the approach of some gen-
darmes, and rooted out by a pig.

